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Looking from a different perspective.. 

 Http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Weq_sHx

ghcg 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Weq_sHxghcg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Weq_sHxghcg
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Today 

 Introduction 

 Why do scientists publish? 

 What do journal publishers do? 

 Demonstrating Research Impact 

 The review and editorial process 

 What makes a good manuscript? 

 Practical tips on before you write 

 The article structure 

 Publishing ethics 
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Elsevier has a long history of scientific publishing 

 The Publishing House of Elzevir was 

first established in 1580 by Lowys 

(Louis) Elzevir at the University of 

Leiden, Holland 

 Among those authors who published with 
Elsevier are, Galileo, Erasmus, Descartes, 
Alexander Fleming, Julius Verne 

 Keeping to the tradition of publishing 
established by Lowys Elzevir, Jacobus 
George Robbers established the modern 
Elsevier Company in 1880 
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Some famous publications 

• Galileo published in 1638 his “Discorsi e dimostrazioni 
matematiche, intoro a due nuoue scienze“ - his last 
work – with Elzevir despite being banned by the 
Inquisition and is recognized as the first important work 
of modern physics 

 The publication of “Gray’s Anatomy” in 1858 was a landmark 
for the study of the human anatomy and in many ways for 
the whole of medicine  

 The publication of the book, edited by Sir Alexander 
Fleming, about a revolutionary new antibiotic, 
“Penicillin: Its Practical Application” in 1946  
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Elsevier now 

A global company headquartered in Amsterdam, 

employing more than 7,000 people in 24 

countries. 

 

We publish around 2,000 journals and close to 

20,000 books and major reference works. 

 

We are a founding publisher of global programs 

that provide free or low-cost access to science 

and health information in the developing world. 

 

Many of the Nobel laureates have published with 

Elsevier and are Elsevier editors. 
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Publish or perish 

Funding 

Bodies 

Scientists  Grant  Writing 

Journal 

Publication 
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    Authors reasons for publishing 

Sources: NOP/Elsevier surveys 2005 and 2010 

Researchers: which publishing objectives are most important to you? 

Publishers exist to provide highly valued services to researchers 
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What services do publishers provide for? 
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What services do publishers provide for? 

Who was first? 

Make sure it is good 

Get it to everyone 

Keep for ever 
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Solicit and 

manage 

submissions 

Manage 

peer review 

Production 

Publish and 

disseminate 

Edit and 

prepare 

Archive 

and 

promote 

• 5,000 new editors per year 

• 500 new journals launched per 

year 

• 3 Million+ article submissions per year 

• 2.5 million+ referees 

• 3.75 million+ referee reports 

per year 

• 50%+ of submissions 

rejected 

• 125,000 editors 

• 350,000 editorial board 

members 

• 30 million+ 

author/publisher 

communications per year 

• 1.5 million new articles produced per year 

• 180 years of back issues scanned, processed and data-

tagged  

• 12 million researchers 

• 4,500+ institutions 

• 180+ countries 

• 1 billion+ 

downloads/year 

• 10 million+ printed 

pages/year 

• 40 million articles 

available digitally, 

back to early 

1800s 

What do journal publishers do? 

• Organise editorial boards 

• Launch new specialist 

journals 

Note: industry estimates based on known numbers for a subset of the industry that are then scaled to 100% based on the article share of the known subset. 
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Solicit and 

manage 

submissions 

Manage 

peer review 

Production 

Publish and 

disseminate 

Edit and 

prepare 

Archive 

and 

promote 

Author Submission 

&  Editorial Systems 

>£70 million 

eJournal Backfiles 

eReference Works  

>£150 million 

Production Tracking Systems 

>£50 million 

Electronic 

Platforms, e.g. 
ScienceDirect 

Wiley InterScience 

Highwire 

Scopus 

>£1500 million 

Publishers have invested heavily to digitise 

Electronic 

Warehousing 

>£60 million 

The STM industry has invested an estimated £2+ billion since 2000. 
Figures in current (2009) UK pounds using gdp deflators  

Other support 

and related 

systems 

>£300 million 
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 Researchers highly satisfied with journal access 

n=3759 

n=2940 

n=1262 

n=1653 

n=2989 

n=2118 

n=1294 

n=2565 

n=1868 

n=2273 

n=841 

n=2362 

Western  
Europe 
94% 

Eastern  
Europe 
84% 

Middle  
East 
85% APAC 

91% 

Africa  
78% 

Latin  
America  

88% 

North  
America  

97% 

Access to research articles 

by region 

Source: PRC global study (forthcoming) 
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Trends in journal publishing 

 Rapid conversion from “print” to “electronic” 

 Changing role of “journals” due to e-access, e.g. 
 Article of the future 

 Relevance of supplemental data, tools, software 

 Increased usage of articles, at ever lower cost per article 
or journal. 

 Authors, editors and reviewers connected by „‟EES‟‟ 

 Emerged nations: Brazil, India, China 

 New access models: 

 Open Access (choice author) for many hundreds of Elsevier titles) 

 Authors invited o post final manuscripts on their websites 

 Delayed open access (e.g. Cell Press titles) 

 Repositories collaboration  (PubMed Central, KB, NVSU) 

 Research4Life; Patient Research, Malaria Nexus 

 The integration of information, tools, and data 
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Elsevier‟s Malaria Nexus 
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Open access for hundreds of Elsevier titles 
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Demonstrating Research Impact 

. 

The range of metrics grows as a 

career progresses, and different 

measures may suit different 

fields or ages of publications.  

A single measure is never 

enough. 
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Impact Factor 

[the average annual number of citations per article published] 

 

 For example, the 2009 impact factor for a journal would be calculated as follows: 

 A = the number of times articles published in 2007 and 2008 were cited in 

indexed journals during 2009 

 B = the number of "citable items" (usually articles, reviews, proceedings or 

notes; not editorials and letters-to-the-Editor) published in 2007 and 2008  

 2000 impact factor = A/B  

 e.g.     600 citations         = 2  

       150 + 150 articles 

 

Impact Factor: established journal metric 
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Many articles are never cited 

Not all articles in high impact journals (e.g. about 20% in Nature, Impact 

Factor = 32.2) are cited! 
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Type of articles determine citation 
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Impact factors different in different fields 

Researchers in life sciences 
tend to publish more often 
and sooner than those in 
mathematics 
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Metrics with weighting factors  

• SCImago Journal Rank (SJR) , is a measure of the scientific 

prestige of scholarly sources: value of weighted citations per 

document. A source transfers its own 'prestige', or status, to 

another source through the act of citing it.  

• A citation from a source with a relatively high SJR is worth more 

than a citation from a source with a lower SJR.  

• Source Normalized Impact per Paper (SNIP) measures contextual 

citation impact by weighting citations based on the total number 

of citations in a subject field.  

• The impact of a single citation is given higher value in subject 

areas where citations are less likely, and vice versa. 
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Journal versus individual metrics 

 Metrics such as the impact factor and immediacy index 

are based on journal evaluation;  the h-index 

accounts for a researcher‟s body of work without the 

influence of other factors 
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H-index 

A scholar with 

an index of h 

has published h 

papers each of 

which has been 

cited by others 

at least h times 

20 papers 

cited 20 times 
or more 
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Downloads versus publication  
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Source: Scopus and 

ScienceDirect (usage) data 

http://www.scopus.com/scopus/home.url
http://nonsolus/sciencedirect/
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Where Wageningen authors publish 

As from 2009 onwards 

published by Elsevier! 

http://www.scopus.com/scopus/home.url
http://nonsolus/sciencedirect/
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Competency Map for Wageningen University 
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      Wageningen            &                 UC Davies    
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Current Opinion in Environ. Sustainability 

 

Extra-ordinary fast inclusion into Thomson Reuters ISI index 
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Our star today: prof Rik Leemans 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jd40qbcS-j8 


